
 
 

JANUARY 8, 2010 
STATEMENT ABOUT REMOVAL OF HIV TRAVEL BAN 

 
 
After more than 20 years of stigma, misunderstanding and long-distance 
separation, on January 4, 2010, the law prohibiting HIV-infected people from 
entering the United States officially passed into the annals of history.  
 
The National Coalition for Immigrant Women’s Rights (NCIWR) applaud 
President Barack Obama and the Department of Health and Human Services 
(HHS) for lifting the travel and immigration ban and removing the HIV testing 
requirement from routine medical examinations of foreign nationals.   
 
The ban, which was in place since 1987, was anachronistic and reflected a 
fundamental misunderstanding about HIV/AIDS and how it is spread. The public 
health community has long recognized that it is inappropriate to classify HIV as a 
“communicable disease of public health significance,” as that term is understood 
to apply to diseases that can be transmitted by casual contact. 
 
NCIWR is comprised of over 40 grassroots and national advocacy organizations 
working together to defend and promote equality for all immigrant women and 
their families living and working in the United States. As a coalition committed to 
human rights and immigration equality, we sent letters to the HHS opposing the 
rule and submitted comments in support of the proposed new criteria in August 
2009 when the department was considering removing the mandate.  
 
This was an important victory for the reproductive justice movement and 
showcased the power of cross-movement building strategies to secure 
reproductive justice and bodily autonomy for the most vulnerable women and 
girls.  
 
The U.S. seeks to fund HIV treatment abroad, educate individuals about modes of 
transmission, and decrease the stigma and discrimination that have long been 
associated with this virus. By ending the discriminatory ban, the United States is 
now conforming to its commitment to fight the HIV pandemic and realizing the 
human rights of those with HIV and AIDS.  
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